Becoming a Better Reader
Reading is receptive language. When children become good readers, they are more likely to become better learners throughout their school years and beyond. Learning to read is hard work for children. Fortunately, research is now available that suggests how to give each child a good start in reading.

Becoming a reader involves the development of important skills, including learning to:

Use language in conversation. Spoken language precedes reading and writing.

          Listen and respond to stories read aloud.

          Recognize and name the letters of the alphabet.

          Listen to the sounds of the spoken language. 

     

Connect sounds and letters to figure out the “secret code” of reading.

Read often so that recognizing the words becomes easy and automatic.

Learn and use new words. Vocabulary development is important.

          Understand what is read.

                        

The Speech Language Pathologist can address each of these receptive/expressive areas. 

Preschool and kindergarten teachers set the stage for your child to learn to read with some critical early skills. 

First, second and third grade teachers continue to assist with building skills.   

By the fourth and fifth grade, teachers will emphasize content, fluency and comprehension.

            

You can also help your child become a reader. LEARNING TO READ TAKES PRACTICE. Learning to read takes more practice than children receive during the day. Success in school begins with reading!

Using Books They Know

BUILDING READING ACCURACY

            As your child is reading aloud, point out the missed words. This will help the eye focus and help the child to read the words as written. If you stop to focus on a word, ask the child to reread the whole sentence to help him understand the meaning. 

BUILDING READING COMPREHENSION

            Talk with your child about what has been read. Ask about new words. Talk about what happened in the story. Ask about the characters, places, and events that took place. Ask what new information has been learned from the book.

